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SUMMARY:

THE NATIONWIDE CAMPAIGNAGAINST WORKING FAMILIES

Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker's assault on public employees is just one piece of the
anti-worker agenda that special interests are spearheading across this country under the
guise of deficit reduction. But this agenda, as Washington Post columnist Harold
Meyerson put it, "is about removing a check on right-wing and business power in
America." The fact is, unions are a critical voice for maintaining a vibrant democracy
and strong middle class in America.

Wisconsin's bill to strip public sector workers of their collective bargaining
rights is just the tip ofthe iceberg in the attack against workers' rights.

• More than a dozen states have introduced bills to eliminate or restrict public
sector employees' right to collectively bargain.

• Other states are considering legislation to roll back prevailing wage laws, prohibit
project labor agreements, impose right-to-work-for-Iess laws, and otherwise
make it difficult for workers to effectively organize.

Republican measures in Congress have also promoted a radical rollback of
the rights ofAmerican workers.

• Three amendments that would have crippled workers' rights and wages were
defeated after Republicans tried to attach them to their Continuing Resolution,
H.R. 1:

o Closing the National Labor Relations Board, which enforces private sector
workers' right to organize and collectively bargain.1

o Cutting construction workers' pay on government projects. 2

o Banning federal project labor agreements.3

• Although these amendments were rejected, the Republican majority was
successful in pushing through the House the underlying bill and its deep cuts to
programs that support students, workers, and middle class families.

Instead of addressing job creation and the real causes of the deficits,
Republican bills in Congress and around the country push an ideological
agenda to strip basic rights from hard-working Americans.

• Republican bills have asked workers, families and students to sacrifice while
protecting and rewarding the well-connected with tax giveaways and subsidies -­
putting us deeper in debt.

• During this economic crisis, as in previous economic crises, workers have been
more than willing to make sacrifices during tough times.

• But when some try to take advantage of workers' willingness to make sacrifices by
targeting their fundamental rights, they have also shown that they will stand up
and fight, especially when the well-off and well-connected have not been asked to
make any sacrifices at all toward the national good.
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